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and the two succeeding kings, that very soon after
our poet's death, in the year 1622, there were but

a similar grant, October 5, 1621, to take place on the death, &c.
of Sir John Astley and Sir George Buc.

Sir George Buc came into possession .of the office about No-
vember, 1610,, and held it till the end of the year 1621, when,
in consequence of ill health, he resigned it to King James, and
Sir John Astley succeeded him. How Sir Henry Herbert got
possession of this office originally, I am unable to ascertain ; but
I imagine Sir John Astley for a valuable consideration appointed
him his deputy, in August, 1623; at which time, to use Sir
Henry's own words, he " was received as Master of the Revels
by his Majesty at Wilton : " and in the warrant-books of Philip
Earl of Pembroke, now in the Lord Chamberlain's office, con-
taining warrants, orders, &c. between the years 1625 and 164*2,
he is constantly styled Master of the Revels. If Sir John Astley
had formally resigned or surrendered his office, Ben Jonson, in
consequence of the grant obtained in the year 1621, must have
succeeded to it; but he never derived any emolument from that
grant, for Sir John Astley, as I find from the probate of his will,
in the prerogative office, (in which it is observable that he calls
himself Master of the Revels, though both the duties and emolu-
ments of the office were then exercised and enjoyed by another,)
did not die till January 1639-4-0, above two years after the poet's
death. To make his title still more secure, Sir Henry Herbert,
in conjunction with Simon Thelwall, Esq. August 22, 1629, ob-
tained a reversionary grant of this much sought-for office, to take
place on the death, surrender, Sec. of Sir John Astley and Ben-
jamin Jonson. Sir Henry held the office for fifty years, though
during the usurpation he could not -exercise the functions nor
enjoy the emoluments of it.

* Sir George Buc wrote an express treatise as he has himself
told us, on the stage and on revels, which is unfortunately lost.
Previous to the exhibition of every play, it was licensed by the
Master of the Revels, who had an established fee on the occasion.
If ever, therefore, the office-books of Mr. Tilney and Sir George
Buc shall be found, they will ascertain precisely the chronological
order of all the plays written by Shakspeare; and either confirm
or overturn a system in forming which I have taken some pains.
Having, however, found nsany of my conjectures confirmed by
Sir Henry Herbert's manuscript, I have no reason to augur ill
concerning the event, should the registers of his predecessors
ever be discovered.

The regular salary of this office was but ten pounds a year;
Imt, by fees and other perquisites, the emoluments of Sir George